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FEBRUARY EVENTS 

 
February 3 

On-Site Dental 

All Day 

 

February 13 

Bingo for Books 

5:00pm—6:30pm 

 

February 14 

Valentine’s Day 

 

February 17 

No School 

President’s Day 

 

February 18 

4th Grade Field Trip 

All Day 

 

February 20 

HSD2 Board Meeting 

6:00—8:00pm 

Dear Pikes Peak Families, 

 

 We are more than half way through the school year!  We can hardly believe 

it. Here’s to a very exciting winter and spring in 2020 at Pikes Peak Elemen-

tary!   

Please join us for our Bingo for Books! This fun event will allow you and your 

family to enjoy some Bingo time and you and your students will get to earn 

books! This is always a popular event so please mark your calendars for 

Thursday, February 13
th
 from 5:00-6:30. We will see you in the cafeteria! And a 

huge shout out is due to our amazing volunteers Ms. Mattimore and Ms. Culter 

for their great advertising! 

 Kindergarten Round Up is coming! Do you have or do you know any stu-
dents who will be 5 years on by October 1

st
, 2020? If so, please have their par-

ents and the child(ren) join us for Kindergarten Round Up on Thursday, March 
12

th
, from 5:00-6:00 p.m. Parents and children will have the opportunity to see 

our Kindergarten classrooms and learn about the exciting year that lays ahead 
for future Kindergartners. Thank you for spreading the word! 
 Finally, as we inch towards warmer weather, we are planning our first annu-
al Color Run! This event is going to be sponsored by our newly formed PTO 
and we would love for you and your entire family to attend! Come and join us 
on a run/walk around our playground and park and get sprayed with color pow-
der. More information is coming soon, but save the date! It is Friday, April 17

th
 

after school (with our make-up weather day on Thursday, April 23
rd

). It will hap-
pen after school. Mark your calendars! 
 Thank you for your continued support of 
our students! Great things are happening 
at our school and in our classrooms! 
Come by and check it out! Enjoy winter 
and we’ll see you at Pikes Peak! 

 

February 2020 



HSD2 District Corner 

Title IX is a federal civil rights law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual gender in educational programs 
and activities.  Public schools receiving federal funds must comply with Title IX.  All students and staff are protected 
by Title IX legislation.  HSD2 has a representative for Title IX concerns: 

 Pamela Aragon 
 Director of Human Capital 
 1060 Harrison Road 
 Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
 (719) 579-2023 office 
The School Choice and Open Enrollment Window is still open for the 2020-2021 school year! If you would like to request that your stu-
dent attend a school other than the attendance area for your address, please do so immediately. Parents are notified of their status within 
one week. Choice forms are available on the HSD2 website, at your campus or in the Student Support office at the District Administration 
Building.  
 

El Título IX es una ley federal de derechos civiles que prohíbe la discriminación basada en el género de sexo con programas y activida-
des educativas. Las escuelas públicas que reciben fondos federales deben cumplir con el Título IX. Todos los estudiantes y el personal 
están protegidos por la legislación del Título IX. HSD2 tiene una representante para preguntas o preocupaciones acerca de este progra-
ma federal: 
     Pamela Aragon 

      Director of Human Capital 
 1060 Harrison Road 
 Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
      (719) 579-2023 Oficina 
El periodo de Elección Escolar (School Choice) y de Inscripción Abierta (Open Enrollment) todavía está abierta para el año escolar 2020-
2021. Se les informara a los padres si su solicitación es aceptada o no dentro de una semana. Los formularios de solicitación están dis-
ponibles en el sitio web de HSD2, en su plantel o en la Oficina de Apoyo de Estudiantes (Student Support Office) en el edificio de admi-

nistración del Distrito 2 De Harrison. 

Dear Pikes Peak Elementary Families, 
 
Throughout the year, our students will be in-
volved in various state assessments. Below is 
the schedule for testing so that you will know 
when your child(ren) will be taking a test. We are 
sharing this information so that you can make 
appointment and/or travel plans outside of these 
times. Please make every effort to have your 
child in school every day so that they can test 
with their teachers and their classmates rather 
than during make up administration times. 
 
Thank you, 
Lauren Petzold 
Assistant Principal  

PUMA News 



Our students just finished taking their ACCESS 

test to see how their English is progressing! All of 

our students worked so incredibly hard to show us 

their best work! To continue working on their skills, 

keep asking questions about TV shows, stories, 

comics, or social events to have our students prac-

tice answering in complete sentences. Keep up the 

amazing work!  

CLDE News 

I’m hearing from counselor upon counselor {from my email group} that self control is one of the major skill deficits they see in their students. I wanted to 
share with you two of my favorite self control activities to do in classroom guidance lessons or in small group counseling! All you’ll need are balloons and 

an open space. 

Self Control Activities for School Counseling 
Self Control Activity 1 
In the first activity, divide students into two groups and have them stand or sit in a circle. Explain that 
Group 1 will be tapping the balloons back and forth to one another while Group 2 should not touch the 
balloons at all. This is really hard for students and will require a great deal of self control! Before the game 
begins, discuss strategies for Group 2 to use to help themselves from touching the balloons (put their 
hands in their pockets, close their eyes, sit on their hands and sing a song in their heads, etc. Let stu-
dents generate their own stopping strategy ideas!). 
Begin the game and play for a few minutes. Collect the balloons and process the activity. What strategies worked for you? What didn’t work? What other 
strategies would you try next time? What did it feel like in your body to stop yourself from touching the balloon? What other situations could you practice 
controlling an urge? 
Switch teams for the activity and allow Group 2 to tap the balloons while Group 1 practices self control strategies they have learned from Group 2’s experi-

ence. 

Self Control Activity 2 
For a game where everyone gets to move at the same time, use 2 different colors of balloons. Group 1 will tap the red balloons while Group 2 will tap the 
blue balloons (or whatever colors you have!). Again, discuss how students will help themselves to tap only their group’s color. Have students generate 
ideas for what they will do if the other color comes near them. 
Play for a few minutes, and then collect the balloons and process the activity. What did you feel in your body when your color came near? What did you 
feel when the other color came near? How did you stop yourself from touching the other color? How can you use these strategies in other situations? 
These are 2 simple activities to practice exercising self control that pack a real punch! With a thorough discussion of strategies to use before the game, 
students are able to both implement and reflect on what works for them and what doesn’t so that they can apply these strategies to other areas of their 
lives. What other activities or games do you like to play with students who need a little help with self control? Let me know in the comments below, and 

check out my favorite self control activities all together in this group curriculum: 

Counseling News 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 
 

National Dental Health Month 
 
Life Habits begin at home. Make dental health part 
of your daily routine and share these reminder with 
your whole family: 
Brush your teeth at least twice a day with fluoride 
toothpaste, especially after breakfast and before 
bedtime. Drinking water after eating also helps to 
clear your teeth of food particles. 

Floss every day. An adult should help children un-
der the age of eight to floss. Older children should 
be ready to floss on their own. 

Limit the number of times you eat snack, especial-
ly the sticky ones and  long lasting ones. 

Visit a dentist regularly for a routine checkup and 
a cleaning. 

Protect your teeth by wearing a mouth guard 
when playing sports. 

Don’t forget to change your tooth brush regularly, 
and after an 
illness.  



Grade Level News 1st Grade News 
 
 BINGO for BOOKs Thursday, February 13

th
. 

 February 14 is Valentine’s Day. More infor-
mation to come. 

 No School Monday February 17th. 
 It is important to have students read daily for 20 

minutes to ensure that they improve fluency. 
Please practice sight words and math facts in ad-
dition to the daily homework. 

 As the weather changes, remember to dress your 
child in appropriate clothing and warm jackets. 

 Thank you to parents who have brought in snacks. 
Snack donations are always needed for each class 
for about 20 students. 

 Continue to send in box tops.  For every 10 
brought in your child receives a prize and we are 
able to purchase great things for our school. 

 Please continue to get your child to school every 
day and on time by 8:00am to eat breakfast.  Their 
attendance makes a great deal of difference on 
the results of their assessments. 

Kinder News 

 
ELA: We will work on the letters U, G, and W. 

We will learn the sight words for, have, of, they, 

said, want, from, how, water, these, people, and 

work. If your student has not yet learned to rec-

ognize all the letters and their sounds, please 

help them do so.  

MATH: We are continuing to compose and 

decompose numbers up to 10. We are filling in 

number bonds and writing number sentences. 

Please help your student succeed by ensuring 

they can count to 100 by 1s and by 10s.  

In science, we are studying life cycles and 

animal habitats. 

Please continue to work on sight words and neat 

handwriting, and please read TO your child every 

night.  

Please also ensure your child can tie his or her 

own shoes as this will be their ticket into our 

pizza party later this 

month.  

Thank you for every-
thing you do! 

 

 

2nd Grade News 
 
ELA: Second semester is in full swing. It was 
great to see all the parents that were able to 
make it to the awards last week! We are so excit-
ed about how much your children have already 
grown! Reading will take us into stories about 
how different environments make the world an 
interesting place. 
   
MATH: We will be continuing with adding and 
subtracting as well as starting with arrays. 
 
WRITING:  In writing we will be finishing up infor-
mational paragraphs and starting on writing opin-
ions. Please continue reading with your child and 
reach out if you have questions or concerns. 
   

3rd Grade News 
 

ELA: Third graders will be completing our Unit 4 in 
Wonders. They have been learning about how they 
can use what they know to help others. As we creep 
closer and closer to CMAS we are setting goals in 
writing to make sure we are ready!  
 
MATH:  We have been learning about fractions as a 
number on a number line. We will continue this mod-
ule for the rest of February.  



Grade Level News 5th Grade News 
 

READING: This week our class will be taking a look at the things 
people can do to bring about positive change. We will be focusing 
on how people can make positive changes in government and soci-
ety to promote the “common good.” 
Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help rein-
force the skills we’ll be practicing. 
Word Workout 
Words to Know: prefixes and suffixes You and your child select 
a vocabulary word as the basis for a story. You will use the rest of 
the words in sentences that add details to the story. Ten you’ll read 
the sentences aloud. 
Words to Know: simile and metaphor You and your child work 
together to build sentences using the vocabulary words. You will 
start with one word in one sentence, then two words in one sen-
tence, and so on until you have included all four words in one sen-
tence. 
Spelling/Phonics: homographs Many of the words on this list 
have different meanings, depending on how they are pronounced. 
You and your child will identify these words. Then you will spell the 
word and use it in two sentences that show the different meanings. 
Comprehension: author’s point of view  
We have been working for weeks on this particular skill in different 
genres. Author’s point of view is the author’s perspective on a topic. 
Also, we have been able to determine what point of view the narra-
tor is talking; either first person or third person.  
WRITING: We are still working on narrative writing. We have fo-
cused on how to include dialogue into our stories to have our char-
acters talk. Also, we have talked about descriptive language and 
how using adjectives can help create a great story.  
MATH:  Module 3 – Fractions 
Addition and subtraction of fractions: ac+bc=a+bc, ac-bc=a-bc 
Addition: Because of the associative and commutative properties 
of addition, we can add numbers in any order and still keep the sum 
(total) the same 
Subtraction: We can subtract parts of the subtrahend in any order 
and from any part of the minuend (total) that is greater than or 
equal to the subtrahend part(s) and still keep the difference the 
same 
SCIENCE: Unit 2 – Earth’s Landforms and Resources 
Earth is a dynamic planet with a surface that changes constantly as 
a result of natural and human influences. 
-Will the Earth ever stop changing? How would we be affected if it 
did? 
-Can civilization continue to progress without humans further im-
pacting the Earth’s surface? 
-How would the Earth’s surface differ in the absence of wind? The 

Sun? Water? 

 

 

 

4th Grade News 
Welcome back!  We hope you all had a great restful break. Time 
is moving along quickly.  We have a lot to accomplish in so little 
time.  It is very important that your child is here daily. Thank you 
for all your help and support. We have our field trip this month 
on Feb. 18th to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. The 
kids will also be attending a planetarium show over black holes. 
It’s a free trip as long as the permission slips are in by Feb. 11. 
Most students have turned them in already, but there are still 
several from each class that have not. Please make sure to 
send them with a water bottle or some type of drink with a re-
movable lid. We will be providing a sack lunch, but there won’t 
be any milk or water bottles given out. There are lots of drinking 
fountains at the museum, but they may want to have their own 
bottle for their convenience while exploring the museum.  We 
will be leaving promptly at 8:45 to ensure the maximum amount 
of time we can stay at the museum, so if they are late on the 
18th, there’s a good chance they will miss the field trip. Also, any 
students receiving three or more office referrals from the begin-
ning of February until the field trip on the 18th, will not be allowed 
to go. If we don’t have proper student behavior at school, we 
can’t take the chance of taking them to a museum where proper 
student conduct is an expectation. We will notify parents if any 
students are getting close to reaching that amount of referrals 
and will have a meeting if needed.  
READING: We have started working on text structure focusing 
on cause and effect situations.   We will continue that skill along 
with author’s point of view. We will also continue looking at text 
evidence in our reading.   Thank you for keeping them reading 
at home. 
MATH:  We have worked incredibly hard to master multiplication 
and division of multi-digit numbers in 4th grade. Now we are go-
ing to start applying our supercharged math brains to fractions. 
Mr. Thompson refreshed the students’ memories already, but 
now it is time to really build on that knowledge. We’ll work on 
finding common denominators, adding and subtracting fractions, 
comparing fractions, and even multiplying fractions by whole 
numbers. It’s going to be epic! 

PE News 
 
Hey Pumas! 
We are finishing up the basketball unit in PE and next up is soc-
cer, and volleyball. Second grade will also continue to work on 
the eight locomotor skills (hop, jump, gallop, slide, skip, walk, 
run, and leap) with a goal of mastering all of them by March. 
Fifth grade in continuing to work on improving their cardiovascu-
lar fitness which we monitor with the PACER one per month. As 
of now, 80% of fifth graders have improved their PACER score 
by 20% or more from the beginning of the year!    
Stay active, eat healthy, be happy! 
If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 719-
579-3557 or email me at drikli@hsd2.org. 
Here’s to a great 2020! 
Mr. Rikli 



Grade Level 

Library News 
 
Please continue to fill out reading logs with your child as they read every night!  We have had a drop in the 
number of reading logs being turned in at the end of the month.  Remember that it is the expectation that 
all students are reading (or being read to) every night.  January Logs are due now and February Logs have 
been handed out and will be due at the beginning of March.  If your child needs another copy of their read-
ing log, please let me know … I always have extra copies in the library! 

Art News 
This month in art class, students will be working on a 
variety of creative projects. Kindergarteners will con-
tinue exploring collage inspired by Matisse as well as 
the artist/author Eric Carle. 1st graders will get more 
practice at telling stories through their artwork; both 
their own stories and classic children’s stories. 2nd 
graders are learning all about symbols and public 
art created by the famous artist Keith Haring in his 
graffiti style murals. 3rd grade has been learning 
about the cultural celebration of Chinese New Year 
and are in the process of creating banners with 
meaningful Chinese characters painted on them. 4th 
grade has been trying their hand at the Impres-
sionist style of painting, using short visible 
brushstrokes. Next they will explore Cubism with its 
broken-up geometries. 5th graders will continue 
working on their Ancient Egyptian inspired self-
portraits and begin working on portraits in the style of 
19th C. European artists. This quarter promises to 
draw out some very unique and creative works of art 
from our aspiring artists.  

Music News 

 
We are gearing up for two concerts in April with 3

rd
 

and 4
th
 grade. All grades at PPE are working on melo-

dy and harmony. 5
th
 grade is working on 3 part rhyth-

mic harmony and Kinder through 2
nd

 is experimenting 
with improvisation on melodies. 5

th
 grade band has 

also started as well. If you have a 5
th
 grader interested 

let Mr. Haney know quickly before it’s too late to start. 
Keep up the good work Pumas. 

5
th

 Grade Battle of the Books 

 

Battle Team Members need to be continuing to 
read their battle books!!  I have several audiobooks 
available in the library if you would like to borrow 
one to help your student make it through the list!  
Shirt orders will be placed this month.  There should 
not be a cost to families, but if this changes I will let 
you know!   

Drama Club 2019-2020 

 
February Rehearsal Schedule: 

 
Tuesday, February 04, 2020   Scenes 4, 5, 6 
Wednesday, February 05, 2020   CREW 
Thursday, February 06, 2020   Scenes 1, 2, 3  
 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020   CREW 
Wednesday, February 12, 2020  NO DRAMA 
Thursday, February 13, 2020   NO DRAMA 
 
Tuesday. February 18, 2020   Scene 8 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020  CREW 
Thursday, February 20, 2020   Scene 7 
 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020   Scene 9 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020  CREW 
Thursday, February 27, 2020   Scene 9 


